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PRINTING NEWS THAT DOESN’T FIT

By Joe Smith

G

reensboro Police Department (GPD) officers do not receive any special training
for working with people experiencing homelessness. The officers are bound to
follow the letter of the law, while considering the spirit of the law, and common
sense. Douglas Campbell is a 15-year veteran of the GPD. Below I will share his thoughts
on how the GPD addresses homelessness in our city.

Downtown homeless camps
Over time downtown Greensboro has
blossomed and property that used to

Read more on page 9
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Protect and Serve:
Police officer reflects on homelessness

Panhandling
The biggest homeless issue the GPD deals
with downtown is panhandling, which is a
common complaint. Many businessmen
and women walking to and from work to
get lunch often are confronted with panhandlers. Panhandling ordinances are becoming
progressively more stringent. A person cannot panhandle around a business, bank, at
an outdoor café or near a line for an ATM.
There is a laundry list of laws concerning
panhandling. A partial list includes: a person
cannot panhandle after dark; a person cannot
panhandle in groups of more than one person; a person cannot panhandle on private
property without written permission. Panhandlers cannot go into shopping centers,
they have to stay on the sidewalk, and their
signs have to contain factual information.
Panhandling also requires a permit and it has
to be visibly displayed, Campbell said.

IRC Hosts Many Holiday Events

contain brush has been cleaned up and
developed. What used to be a somewhat
depressed area is now much more prosperous, Campbell said.
Many homeless campsites have been
eliminated downtown because the square
footage available has been greatly reduced.
There used to be a campsite at the corner
of Lee and Martin Luther King Jr. Drive
but that has been cleaned out due to development. There was also a large campsite on Greenwood between West Lee
Street and Spring Garden Street. There is
still a campsite there but the footprint has
been tremendously reduced.
Homeless people who break the law
Many homeless offenses are due to panhandling, public urination and trespassing.
A common thing is to try to sleep overnight
in parking decks, which is trespassing.
If people experiencing homelessness are
found to be trespassing they may not be
brought in to the station and they will

Bird on a Wire
Poem and photo
By Joe Smith

It’s the first day
Of the year
I wonder where
I’ll go from here

I think I’ll go
Somewhere new
Explore the world
Seek the truth

I could stay here
On this wire
And do nothing
If I desire

Find a challenge
Gain insights
Fly over mountains
Reach new heights

Or I could fly
Up in the sky
And in the clouds
I could hide

If you look
For me next year
You will not find me
Sitting here

Stephanie Thomas is the Art Editor for the Greensboro Voice.

Support
Help start the conversation!
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Make contributions out to the
The Greensboro Voice
Greensboro Voice and not the IRC and mail to:

C/O The Interactive Resource Center
407 E. Washington Street
Greensboro, NC 27401
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Our Time

receive a citation. They are given a ticket
and are required to appear in court. That
is the most effective way to deal with this
situation, Campbell said.
Jail is only used if the person is escalated.
For example, a person may get into a dispute with a storeowner. If the person is very
angry at the storeowner, the GPD wants to
resolve the situation so we will take the
person to jail. It is all about protecting their
safety and the safety of the public.
If a person experiencing homelessness has
a number of pending offenses they may have
to go to jail. For example, there was a panhandler who kept stationing himself near the
ramps to I-40, Campbell said. It is illegal to
panhandle near the ramps and he kept repeating his behavior. He had to go to jail.
Additional GPD issues
In the past there was a camp on I-40 near
68 that was cleaned out during the day
while many people experiencing homelessness where not there. People who were
away at the time returned to the camp
and were upset because everything they
owned was gone, Campbell said. It has
now become city policy to warn people
experiencing homelessness about a site
cleanup. Campbell said that the GPD also
contacts Forrest and StreetWatch so that
their organization can talk to the people
who live at the camp.
What the GPD would like homeless people
to know
The majority of people experiencing
homelessness are ones you are not going
to bump into because they do not want to
attract attention. On the other hand, there
are very noticeable people experiencing

homelessness that attract unwanted attention from police officers. Campbell shares
his advice for these people.
“It is important not to screw things up.
Try not to ruin it for everybody, try to keep
your head down and do not attract a lot
of attention,” Campbell said. “Otherwise
people will call us and we will have to come
and figure out what we can figure out.”
GPD partnerships for the homeless
The GPD tries to maintain good relationships with organizations that serve people
experiencing homelessness. The GPD also
serves as a facilitator between community
members and faith-based groups.
Earlier this year a church contacted
Campbell because they wanted to distribute sleeping bags and blankets. To develop
a plan about how to best distribute these
items, Campbell contacted Michele Forrest, the founder of StreetWatch, because
she knows where the homeless are and interacts with members of this community.
“You don’t want to just put a sleeping bag
in anybody’s hands because they might
take it and sell it,” Forrest said. “The same
goes for tents.”
Campbell enjoys working with Forrest
because she has the contacts and has built
relationships with people experiencing
homelessness. Other organizations the GPD
works with include Greensboro Urban Ministry, the Interactive Resource Center and
Partners Ending Homelessness, Campbell
said. The GDP serves as a major collection
point for StreetWatch’s donation boxes.
Joe Smith is a retired instructor
from the Nuclear Electrical Utilities, and now a Staff Reporter for
the Greensboro Voice.

trust. That’s why you probably don’t talk
to outsiders, to those who are not homeless. I felt the same way when I first started talking to outsider. Know that you not
alone feeling this way.
I would suggest embracing homelessness. Embrace not as this is who you are,
but as a learning experience that teaches
you how to survive many obstacles that
may come your way in life. I want you to
know that this is “our time,” Our time to
fight back against homelessness. Instead
of doing nothing, try enrolling in college,
read books or watch videos that equip you
with skills for working. I encourage each
and every one of you to try to acquire new
skills and do positive things instead of
wasting your time doing nothing. I dislike
hearing about the youth being arrested,
banned, raped or even killed and the list
goes on. I mean when society sees and
hears these things about homeless youth,
it doesn’t make it easier for them to help
you, hire you, or point you toward resrouces.. If you want help or guidance, you
have to make the choice to do so. Only you
can decide what to do for youself and how
your life will be. Just know that there are
many people who would love to help you,
including me. Remember this is our time.
How badly do you really want to make a
difference in your life?￼			
Yours,
Tony Hodges,
formerly homeless, now housed and a
reporter for The Greensboro Voice

Fred Gant

Donation boxes at the GPD South Elm Street location

Dear Homeless Youth of Greensboro:
I have read in my newspaper, The
Greensboro Voice, that “ We the youth
who are homeless look for guidance.” If
guidance is what you look for, I encourage
you to find it within yourself and positive
mentors around you. Leaders aren’t born,
they rise. I know that are alternatives to
survival and coming out of homelessness.
I know from my own experience of being
homeless. There were many days I felt like
giving up and I was down and out. Yet I
didn’t turn to drugs/alcohol, violence, or
defile my body for anything. I encourage
you to rise above the influence, the negative influence of your peers and sometimes
even elders. Being homeless isn’t what you
are, it is what you have experienced or are
going through a state of the situation, not
your identity.
I become disappointed when I watch
young homeless youth act out and confirm society’s stereotype of them. I suggest fighting back against homelessness in
our city. How? you may ask. Fight back by
utilizing resources for the homeless here
in Greensboro. They include the Department of Social Services, the Interactive
Resource Center, numerous churches,
and colleges.Check out the resource page
of The Greensboro Voice. Sometimes networking and talking to new people may
open doors to numerous opportunities.
That’s how I first started and am still trying to make more progress as time goes
by. I know that it is not impossible; it’s
only impossible if you don’t try. I know
you may feel embarrassed and a lack of

Frequency of Beauty
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Homelessness and The Universal Declaration of Human Rights

By Bob Norfleet
Dec. 10 was national “Human Rights Day.”
It is named for the day in the year that celebrates the signing of the “Universal Declaration of Human Rights.” What does homelessness have to do with human rights? Before I discuss that, I am going to provide you
with a short summary of the declaration.
The Commission on Human Rights, a
standing body of the United Nations, was
constituted in 1945 to undertake the work
of preparing a “bill of rights for all humanity” to be known as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). The United
Nations General Assembly adopted the declaration on Dec. 10, 1948 by a vote of 48 to
0. Even though it is not considered legally
binding, the declaration has influenced most
national constitutions since it was ratified.
The UDHR was adopted for the purpose of
defining the meaning of the words "fundamental freedoms" and "human rights.” These
words appear in the United Nations Charter,
which is binding on all member states.
Many international lawyers have argued
that the UDHR forms part of “customary
international law.” Countries that have
signed the declaration cannot be held legally responsible if they break their promise to protect and preserve human rights
and freedoms. The declaration is only a
moral standard for countries to follow.
Using the UDHR as a guide, governments
are responsible for creating national laws
to protect universal human rights. Citi-

zens can then use their own judicial and
legal systems to prosecute individuals or
groups who have violated human rights.
The UDHR has become a powerful tool in
applying diplomatic and moral pressure to
governments that violate any of its articles.
One factor contributing to the UDHR’s
moral authority is that it declares specific
moral principles that are applicable to everyone, thus universalizing the notion of
human rights” The UDHR holds the world
record as the most translated document—
it is available in more than 360 languages.
Homelessness
Please examine the 30 Articles of the UDHR
below. I encourage each of our readers to
locate those articles you believe speak to
the causes and conditions of homelessness.
Would any of these articles benefit people experiencing homelessness if properly applied
by our government and our fellow man?
Some articles speak more profoundly
than others to homelessness. Perhaps only
the discomfort of discussion and debate is
the reason homelessness continues to the
degree we see it now.
If you have an opinion on this subject,
please e-mail our newspaper team at
greensborovoice@gmail.com.
Bob has been with the Greensboro Voice
since its outset. He is the paper’s photographer and is a reporter as well.

www.greensborovoice.org
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MissionPRINTING
Statement
Our newspaper aims to serve as a vehicle for elevating voices and public discussion on
issues that are not frequently covered in mainstream media outlets. These issues include
homelessness, facing potential homelessness and the resources available to help those in
need. This newspaper is for everyone: people experiencing homelessness, students, parents and anyone else who wants to have his or her voice heard. We hope the awareness
gained from our newspaper will encourage the community to have a discussion about
issues and people who are normally ignored.

Join Our Team
Members of Greensboro’s community who want to end poverty and homelessness publish The Greensboro Voice. We welcome you to our team! Meetings are held at the Interactive Resource Center on Fridays from 1:00–3:00 p.m. The Interactive Resource Center
is located at 407 E. Washington Street. Everyone is welcome at our meetings!
This edition was produced by:
Terry Barlow, Reporter
Elizabeth Chiseri-Strater, Editor
Tosca Chiseri-Strater, Reporter
Anita Gilmore, Reporter
Teresa Hicks, Contributor
Raven Hilferty, Reporter
Bob Norfleet, Reporter
Majik Pennix, Reporter
Joseph Smith, Reporter
Barry Strulson, Reporter

greensborovoice@gmail.com

Clarette Sutton, Reporter
Barry Strulson, Contributor
Crystal Sutton, Reporter
Ryan Swinney, Reporter
Steve Terrill, Art Director
Stephanie Thomas, Art Editor
Mary Yost, Reporter & Editor
Melissa Whitt, Reporter
Jermaine Zigler, Reporter

@greensborovoice
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Universal Declaration of Human Rights
Article 1: We are born free and equal in dignity and rights.
Article 2: We are entitled to freedom without discrimination.
Article 3: We have the right to life, liberty and security.
Article 4: No one shall be a slave or held in servitude.
Article 5: No one shall be tortured.
Article 6: We have the right to recognition before the law.
Article 7: We are entitled to equal protection by the law.
Article 8: We have the right to legally challenge acts violating our rights.
Article 9: No one shall be arbitrarily arrested, detained or exiled.
Article 10: We are entitled to a fair and public hearing.
Article 11: We are innocent until proven guilty.
Article 12: No one shall be subjected to interference of his privacy, nor
attacks upon his honor and reputation.
Article 13: We have the right to freedom of movement.
Article 14: We can seek in other countries asylum from persecution.
Article 15: We have the right to a nationality.
Article 16: We have the right to marry and found a family.
Article 17: We have the right to own property, nor shall it be arbitrarily taken.
Article 18: We have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion.
Article 19: We have the right to freedom of expression.
Article 20: We have the right to peaceful assembly.
Article 21: We have the right to take part in government of our country.
Article 22: We have the right to security, including economic, social and
cultural rights.
Article 23: We have the right to work and receive fair compensation.
Article 24: We have the right to rest and leisure.
Article 25: We have the right to adequate food, clothing, housing, medical
care and social services.
Article 26: We have the right to education.
Article 27: We have the right to freely participate in culture and the arts.
Article 28: We have the right to live in a civilized society.
Article 29: We have the right to participate in community.
Article 30: Nothing in this Declaration can be interpreted by anyone in such
a way that its aim is to destroy the rights and freedoms set forth herein.
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GED Program Comes to the IRC
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The Interactive Resource Center in
downtown Greensboro is beginning a
GED program in February which will target Greensboro’s homeless.
“We have people who think they will be
able to hold down and prosper in a job with
minimal education and minimal computer
skills in this day and age, and that’s just not
so,” said Will Howard, employment director at the IRC. The program will not be the
first in Greensboro (GTCC already holds
one among many), but will be the first to
work specifically with Greensboro’s homeless population, who, according to Howard,
needs it especially.
“Lack of literacy and need for a GED are
underlying causes of chronic homelessness,” said Howard. “There shouldn’t have
to be a choice between looking for a job,
doing laundry, seeing a nurse, and getting a GED. Someone [facing that choice]
probably won’t get the GED.”
In order to address this issue, the IRC will
offer six hours of lessons a week to two classes
of eight students. The students will attend either two or three days a week in the same facilities which will help them obtain employment, do laundry, and seek medical attention.
Howard said it is his goal to pair the GED
program with computer-skills training and
the already-existing job readiness program,
in order to attack the issues of joblessness and
chronic homelessness from multiple angles.
Many GED programs have moved online
in recent years. Howard says that, when
constructing the IRC’s GED program
with GTCC he had to decide whether or
not to go with a computer-based model,
and eventually chose to.
“Anyone who needs intensive adult literacy classes probably doesn’t have computer skills…” said Howard. He said he
hopes that pairing the two will provide
the greatest opportunity for individuals to
learn the skills they need to communicate
in a modern job market. “People have to
submit to a system that requires a certain
manner of communication,” said Howard. “If a prospective employee cannot be
communicated with in that manner, they
cannot be communicated with at all.”
In the current economic climate, said
Howard, the need to prepare homeless individuals to obtain jobs is higher than ever.
That is why he is pushing the GED program

in conjunction with the already-existing job
readiness programs at the IRC. “Ninety-five
percent of people who come [to the IRC]
only qualify for general labor: warehouse
work, food service, minor receptions…” Because of the poor job market, a higher number of recent college graduates are seeking
these jobs. Unlike the poorer people who
have traditionally obtained such general labor work, these graduates are likely to have
stable transportation, stable living conditions, and a clean criminal record.
In order to help people experiencing
homelessness to gain employment and
escape the cycle of poverty, the IRC offers
job readiness programs. In these programs,
taught by retired professionals, individuals
earn certification for higher-skilled labor
such as auto detailing, custodial work, or
food services. They may come to classes
for a month and learn how to do custodial work under Bob Gaynor, part owner
of Sunstates Janitorial and Paper Supply.
During that month they will be allowed to
janitorial work at the IRC in order to prove
themselves, and at the end will receive a
certificate. Howard then takes these certificates to prospective employers.
“I’m going out saying, ‘This person is
working hard on their GED,’” said Howard.
“’They have passed a course to work on
auto-detailing… Look what this person is
trying to do for themselves.’ It’s not always
going to work, but when it does that could
be the difference between whether a person exits chronic homelessness or not.’”
The IRC has, for the last few years, averaged
helping 26-32 people per month find employment. Their success has been largely due to
the help of volunteers (particularly students)
who offer hands-on attention to the visitors
seeking help with employment and computer
skills. When the GED program starts, a new
batch of volunteers will be needed.
Volunteers, warned Howard, should be
prepared to help program participants with
special needs, including those who have
never used computers. “We need volunteers
who can spot the difficulty,” said Howard.
“Student volunteers are going to have…
computer skills and math and writing skills.
We need students with people skills.”
Anyone interested in volunteering in the
GED program can contact Tiffany Dumas at
(336) 544-5423 or tiffany@gsodaycenter.org .

Samuel Kwarteng

by Tristan Munchel

Iron Wolf

By Fred Gant
My people strong.
I am descendant soldier from years of my people.
The cold jobs, the cold American people have made the foundations.
The transitions . . .
My great great grand-father, Buffalo Chaser, set pride in my vein.
I cannot retreat.
Everyday is the beginning of triumph here and now . . .

Composition

By Fred Gant
My mind flaps up like it’s in the wind.
The wind tornado grapples up creativity and mess and twist to twine.
I love it to drain and slam me down.
Then I become a sober mental with something to say, something’s shadows to
display in colors.
I am writing . . .

Speaker’s Bureau

PRINTING NEWS THAT DOESN’T FIT

The Greensboro Voice is organizing a Speaker’s Bureau where our team members will
give presentations about the newspaper to your group. For more information, contact us
via e-mail at greensborovoice@gmail.com.

Page 5

Battle
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Fraternity Holds SleepOut

By Forrist Willis

A fraternity on campus, the Rho Beta Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma found a way to highlight the problems of the homeless by
holding a Sleep Out For the Homeless on Thursday January 2
from 7 pm until 7Am the following morning. This was a night
when it snowed in Greensboro, leaving the city temporarily
immobilized. Approximately 60 men slept outside of the Eliot University Center, using only cardboard boxes under their
sleeping bags for warmth. The fraternity asked for donations
of clothing, blankets, and canned goods for Joseph’s House,
a non-proﬁt that houses young homeless youth . This is the
third winter the fraternity has held this event, obviously in
empathy those less fortunate than themselves.

Life is like a deep river with no escape
Trying to find a way to the light
But seems no end to darkness.
Each day I look up to my Lord,
“Show me the light,
The way to saving
Of hope, peace, love, joy
To escape the pain of darkness.”
Each day is a Battle
In this dark world,
Because everyone seems so cold.

Hide and Seek

By Tony Hodges
Inspired by Evanescence’s
“Call Me When You’re Sober”
If you love me,
Come find me.
Take me with you
Away from hopelessness and despair
Give me love and affection
With no interjections
Your hands still my face clear
No strangers or cased beer.
I do tire of running in fear.

UNCG Students Empathize With the Homeless in Greensboro
By Taylor Kane

R

eading the holiday edition of The
Greensboro Voice took me by surprise. Thinking it to be like most of my
preconceived ideas of newspapers, I expected articles that were irrelevant to my
everyday life, dull entries pertaining to
things that were beyond my understanding, or simple posts about silly things that
had no real meaning in the world. Instead,
I was shocked to find a newspaper that I
actually read in its entirety completely
cover to cover. I was absolutely captivated
by the voices of the writers and the stories
they had to share.
At first glance, one might think that this
paper is written for the homeless by the
homeless, but I think that it goes much
further beyond that. As a college student,
I often forget how privileged I really am. I
get lost in all the bills I must pay, the books
I have to purchase. I forget that there are
an abundance of people who could never
dream of sitting where I so often complain
of sitting. The paper is for the entire community. It’s a wake-up call. It encourages
everyone in the community to take a stand
and do something to help their neighbors.
The writers who write the articles share

the best insight to the problems, struggles,
and real-life stories of those who need to
be reached out to. Giving the homeless in
the community a voice is the best way in
which to share their stories and let their
lives be heard. There are a multitude of articles that truly stand out; from the poems
to the short stories to the drawing by Fred
Gant to the “thank-you’s” by Terry Barlow,
this paper is the definition of a voice. Having this multitude of article types interests
the reader even further to keep reading.
The emotional appeals that are written into this paper completely draw the
reader in…the paper answers questions
that most would not ask about those who
are homeless…what is life like, how do
you get by, are you doing okay? These
are questions that are answered in a very
real way, through actual accounts of the
lives of those living without homes in impoverished circumstances. It is not a lie
when I say that many of the articles actually brought about some extremely strong
emotions, this particularly happened in
Raven Hilferty and Crystal Sutton’s article
“Life working the streets: A lady’s work is
never done”. The intimate, personal story

of Red’s life as a prostitute was eye-opening. Her story made me look at women
in her situation in an entirely new light.
I have never been one to think that the
lifestyle is a choice, but to hear how Red
started where she was and how she ended
where she is now, was truly an enlightening experience. I also found an extreme
emotional attachment to the article by
Stephanie Thomas entitled “Remembering Phillip and Sharon, an invisible couple”. This article made me feel a strong
way against the writers of more urban
and popular newspapers and magazines.
Thomas makes an excellent point in that
oftentimes the homeless are forgotten,
when they’re alive and when they pass
away. Giving a voice to the couple who no
longer have one truly made a statement
that I think is noteworthy of every reader.
By the time I finished reading my copy of
The Greensboro Voice, I was immediately
ready to help out in any way that I could.
Taylor Kane is a student at UNCG majoring
in English who hopes to become a teacher. “I
often volunteer to bring awareness to those
who feel excluded.”

If you love me,
Come find me.
I’m waiting on you
Take me with you
I dream of my sisters and brothers,
No longer my mother-Never my father
The world to me is foreign.
Where is my origin?
If you love me,
Come find me.
Take me with you,
Home we will go.
No longer will I roam
Bye to my friends in the jungle.
If you love me,
Come find me.

Nobody heard him,
by Melea G. Lail

The dead man
The feel of him is gone
On the breeze the smell of him
No longer there
The family that looked up to him
Cannot understand where he is gone
The sound of his voice
Gone forever from their ears.
Never again to be part of them
But nobody heard him, the dead man
As he said three last words
I Love You.
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Editorial:
A meal can build community

Jermaine Zigler’s
Dream of Sunday Dinner
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By Melissa Whitt

By Jermaine Zigler

It’s a shame that society’s hype about the dangers of overeating have made the consumption of food frightening.
I’m not downplaying the importance of education and
healthy eating habits, but I am saying that the simple act
of eating a meal is not the same for everyone. My intention
in writing this article is not to solve the obesity issue, but
to discuss the idea that food is more than simple nourishment to some people. I fully support the efforts to dissuade
binge eating, stress eating and other disorders associated with
the consumption of food because it is a well-known fact that the
issue of obesity has grown to epidemic proportions.
In a perfect world, we would sit down at a table inside a warm
house and consume a perfectly proportioned meal that contained
just enough calories to maintain our perfect weight so we could live
to be the “ripe old age” that our society deems appropriate.
The only problem is we don’t live in a perfect world. We live in a society where homelessness runs a close race of its own epidemic proportions. How is a person who barely eats supposed to take the meager
meals they are able to scrounge to the level of healthy? Further, how
do you solve the problem of practically being forced to overeat simply
because you don’t know when you will get your next meal?
I visited a homeless shelter near my home and was able to speak
with some of the folks about what a meal means to them. One man’s
story, who I will call “Mack,” stood out to me because it illustrates so
many different components of what food can bring to the table.
Mack has been on the streets for five years but has been at a shelter
for less than one month. He came from a large family where mealtime was the highlight of the day.
“When you sit down at a table to eat with your family, you belong
somewhere. You don’t get that on the streets,” Mack said. “Out here,
you are alone, wondering from place to place with nowhere to go.”
He added that being at a table with your family gives you a sense of
togetherness. Not only does food nourish the body, it also comforts
the soul by taking us to a place in our mind that is familiar. It wasn’t
the meal that made us healthy or unhealthy; it was what the meal offered when it was put on the table.
Melissa currently works as a Social Security and Disability paralegal for Lanier Law. I help promote the Lanier Law Group’s initiative to help the homeless and hope to expand the initiative statewide.

My name is Jermaine Zigler. I was homeless on the
streets of Greensboro for over 3 1/2 years. At one
point, I resorted to sleeping under a bridge. At that
time, my body was wracked with depression and anxiously. I had hit rock bottom and did not see any relief
in sight. Sunday was always a depressing day for me
because a lot of local businesses were closed and places
that offered services to the homeless were often closed.
It just seemed like the whole world was at a standstill. I
often wished that I had somewhere to eat Sunday dinner.
As Jesus began to restore my life, I began praying that somehow God would see my vision and bring it to past. Ebenezer Baptist
Church helped to support my vision by agreeing to serve a meal at
Center City Park one Sunday a month. I went all over the community telling people who were in a homeless situation about the event.
And on that first day, we served about 100 people. The word of the
Sunday dinners spread quickly. I prayed that God would bless the
event to the point where we would be able serve Sunday dinner every
Sunday. That is when The Remnant Seekers, Inc, Shiloh Holiness
Church of God and Christ (Pastor Robert A Taylor), and the Lanier
Law Group, PA agreed to sponsor one Sunday meal per month as
well. Now I can tell folks that SundayDinner will be served at Center
City Park every Sunday at 2 o’clock pm rain, sleet, shine, or snow.
Jermaine is a reporter for the Greensboro Voice and has recently
gotten a full time job as a caretaker.

Food Not Bombs Activity in Greensboro!

Sunday Dinner at City Center Park

By Rom Burwel

Food Not Bombs has been active in the Greensboro community for a number of years and is currently serving a free, vegetarian
meal for the community every Monday at 5:30 P.M. at the Interactive Resource Center.
Food Not Bombs works to call attention to poverty and homelessness in society by sharing food in public places and facilitating community gatherings of hungry people. Each chapter collects surplus food that would otherwise go to waste from grocery stores, bakeries and
markets, as well as donations from local farmers, then prepares community meals which are served for free to anyone who is hungry.
The central beliefs of the group are:
Always vegan or vegetarian and free to everyone.
Each chapter is independent and autonomous and makes decisions using the consensus process.
Food Not Bombs is dedicated to nonviolence.
Anyone who wants to cook may cook, and anyone who wants to eat may eat. Food Not Bombs strives to include everyone. According to the “Food Not Bombs Handbook”:
“One of the unique ways in which Food Not Bombs engages in multicultural work is the creation of ways to share access to resources. Members identify and obtain food the wider community needs. We provide an example of how a small group of people
with limited economic resources can make a big difference in the quality of life for many people by organizing and recovering
a waste product of the existing society. It is our hope that the redistribution of resources other than food becomes an activity
that is taken on by an increasingly larger number of people. After all, we are the people we are trying to serve.”
Come visit our Greensboro chapter! In Greensboro, we pick up a weekly donation from Deep Roots Market every Monday and,
typically, between 30 - 50 people eat with us at the Interactive Resource Center (407 E. Washington Street). Then we clean. FNB
always needs your support and helping hands! We work in solidarity, not charity, so please keep your privileges and assumptions
in check. Everyone is welcome to cook, eat, and clean with us! gsofoodnotbombs@gmail.com | 336-686-7796
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Snap into it

By Clarette Sutton
ith the recent recession more people have been able to receive food
stamps or a SNAP benefit card. Even with food stamps, many people
are still in need of food resources before the month ends. There are
several area food banks in Guilford County that you can read about in our resource section.
According to FEED AMERICA, “The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) helps millions of low-income Americans put food on the table, providing benefits that are timely, targeted, and temporary. SNAP responds quickly
to changes in need, growing in response to increases in poverty and unemployment. The program is targeted at our most vulnerable citizens, predominantly
serving households with children, elderly, and disabled members. SNAP benefits
phase out as participants get back on their feet, with the average household staying on the program less than a year. SNAP is not only effective at reaching those
in need but is also a highly efficient program, boasting one of the highest payment
accuracy rates in delivering the appropriate benefit levels for participants with
low administrative overhead.’’
Eligibility for SNAP is limited to those with gross income up to 130% of the federal poverty line ($24,089 for a family of three). Participants must further show
that their net income – after deductions for housing and child care costs – is less
than or equal to 100% of the poverty line ($18,530 for a family of three.)

W

Most people average a monthly benefit of $133, which is less than $1.50 per meal.
To help make it the end of the month, I will give you some saving tidbits.
-Make a list of items you buy monthly.
-Make a menu if you have a family of at least four.
-Check sales paper for those items and buy in quantities of 5 when they are on sale.
-Buy fresh fruits and vegetables during their harvesting season.
-Buy grain products in bulk. (Oatmeal, rice, grits, etc.)
-Buy meat in family packs and put portions in freezer bags to cook.
-If you have a large family – Buy 10 pound boxes and portion out to freeze.
-Buy leg quarters and cut the meat yourself.
-Shop early morning when most meats have reduced prices.
-You can buy fruit and vegetables in gallon cans and freeze portions in containers or bags.
-Buy hearty frozen dinners when they are on sale.
-Buy salads while on sale and eat a salad with your meals.
-A dozen of eggs and a loaf of bread will carry you for a week.
-Potatoes can be used in all types of ways.
-Buy 12 packs of drinks when they are on sale instead of paying $1.50 at the corner store.

CAUTION

For those of you that try to sell your card, it is illegal. In North Carolina,
food stamp fraud is frequently prosecuted under North Carolina General
Statutes 108A-53, prohibiting fraudulent misrepresentation Those convicted
under this statute will be guilty of a Class I misdemeanor. For larger amounts
but less than $1,000, those offending could be guilty of a Class I felony. For
greater amounts, those offending risk conviction of a Class H felony.
Depending on your criminal record, a conviction of a misdemeanor could
cost you up to one year in jail. You will also have a misdemeanor on your
record, which could follow you for life.
So I ask you to spend wisely and do not sell your monthly benefits. You
never know who is watching you. Give generously and God will give to you.
Never put yourself, buyers or sellers, in a situation of compromise.

During the first week of January 2013 a thief and a man of some local prominence stole
100 of our Greensboro Voice street papers from the Greensboro Central Library. Yes
the library’s security cameras caught the thief on tape with our papers under his arm,
leaving the library. After the guard was advised of the event, he saw the man return
and confronted the thief about his actions. The thief became angry and attempted to
rationalize his actions without much reason. He left the library in a huff and we suspect, a little embarrassed for having been discovered doing something so low!
Readers why do you think someone would steal free papers written by and for the
homeless in Greensboro? We welcome your responses and will keep them anonymous.
The Staff of The Greensboro Voice

To Vend or Not to Vend
Elon Law students study The Greensboro Voice
PRINTING NEWS THAT DOESN’T FIT

By Elizabeth Chiseri-Strater and Joe Smith

D

uring its Winter Term, second-year
Elon Law students worked with nonprofit organizations facing challenging legal issues and provided them with free,
non-binding legal advice. After putting in
a proposal about the legal issues involved
with selling The Greensboro Voice rather
than giving it away for free, a group of future lawyers volunteered to come up with
several ways to address this issue.
These student lawyers invited the editor of
the newspaper, Elizabeth Chiseri-Strater,
to discuss the pros and cons of vending the
paper. At this initial brainstorming session,
Chiseri-Strater stressed the importance
of getting the paper to a wider audience
by selling it on the streets of Greensboro,
thereby increasing the finances of both the
paper and the homeless vendor.
On Jan. 16, a group of reporters from
The Greensboro Voice attended the presentations of these lawyers. The staff was
impressed with the range of options provided as well as the lawyers’ understanding of the legal issues involved in having
the homeless sell the street newspaper in
downtown Greensboro.
Overall the three groups argued for The
Greensboro Voice to become a nonprofit
organization since currently the paper
has not filed for this status. Once established, they explained, a nonprofit is easily
sustained because donators may be more
willing to contribute since tax write-offs
are allowed. Becoming a nonprofit allows
the staff members to have a limited liability and finally the nonprofit is eligible for
government grants and private grants.
They also argued for the many improvements that selling the paper would
accomplish:
-Provide an income to a person experiencing homelessness that might
help them get housing
-Create a dialogue with Greensboro
residents that might lead to establishing relationships with new readers
-Give the person experiencing homelessness a sense of self-esteem and
some financial resources
Better inform the public about homeless issues
-Provide The Greensboro Voice with
an income to sustain itself
Vendor Law
Downtown Greensboro is a desired location for newspaper sales due to the large
number of people who drive and walk in the
area. However, Greenboro’s laws forbid selling, peddling and panhandling on all of the
streets in the downtown area where vendors

would most likely get their business.
The law students pointed out that two laws
are in conflict, that of the U.S. Constitution
and those of the city of Greensboro. While
the U.S. Constitution’s 1st amendment gives
us the right to free speech (no restrictions
on content), the 14th amendment gives
equal protection to everyone (restrictions
on where the paper can be sold). The city
of Greensboro has passed laws designed to
protect the health and safety of its citizens
by restricting the places where vendors
may sell. The problem for The Greensboro Voice is that the city of Greensboro,
like other cities, has had to expand their
vendor laws to protect the public and free
them from unwanted solicitation. In constitutional challenges most courts side with
the cities due to the need to protect the
public, therefore making it difficult for The
Greensboro Voice to challenge this law.
Overcoming restrictions
The Elon Students agreed in the long
term that Greensboro’s laws could be
made more amenable for selling downtown. They also said that changing the law
may require lawyer support, media attention and the use of social networking to
bring pressure on officials.
The Elon student’s main ideas about
vending the paper were:
-Do a quick fix by paying the fees, request
a waiver for the laws, get the licenses, and
then change the city law later.
-Get the license, challenge the restrictions on selling locations, and sell
the paper to pedestrians only. Do not
engage with people in their vehicles.
The city allows selling from the sidewalk in certain instances.
-Do not sell the paper on the street and
put the paper in a coin-operated box
similar to other newspapers. Instead of
using street vendors to sell the paper,
pay the writers of the articles.
-Sell advertisements to fund the paper and call the donors “listeners” to
The Greensboro Voice.
Conclusion
The Greensboro Voice staff will review
all of the ideas presented by Elon students
when making its decision on which direction to take. We thank the students for the
time and thoughtfulness they put into this
project and will make the first step forward
by becoming a nonprofit organization.
Elizabeth is the editor of The Greensboro Voice
and Joe is reporter for the paper. They both
participated in the Elon Law School program.
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Drug counseling class available at IRC

We Shelters for the Homeless

By Crystal Sutton

By Tristan Munchel

T

he Interactive Resource Center
(IRC) is one of the beacons of lights
in Greensboro that signals us to a
common place where we can share enriching experiences. The nonprofit brings us
all together. We are all different and all the
same. Everyone has a narrative of their past,
their present and their future. These are the
reasons that we continue to visit the IRC.
We are staff, we are volunteers, we are
students, we are community groups, and
we are people in need of services. When
we crossover the threshold, individuals
and groups unite to solve problems that
are prevalent in our community. There are
numerous services provided at the IRC
and sometimes not every organization or
group is recognized or known because of
everyone’s high commitment to focusing
on the needs of the nonprofit’s guests.
In December 2012, The Greensboro Voice
became aware of a counseling class at the IRC
that was organized by local university social
work students. The group was not available
for comments about their services, but one
participant was forthcoming about the benefits of these classes. I had an impromptu interview with one participant named John.
“Today, I attended the counseling class
because it was an opportunity to receive
help,” John said. “I like to take advantage
of all possible services that will help me.”
John shared his story about his life with
drugs and counseling. He said his past
was a dark and desolate slope of drug
abuse. He began experimenting with
drugs at a young age and lived the fast
life with his friends. There was never a
secret of the problems that drugs cause
in a person’s life. John had first-hand experience with his father, John Sr., who
was absent from his life because he was
constantly in and out of prison or on the
streets getting high.

John vowed that he would never become
his father, but in the end he became him.
For a long time it was hard for John to
look in the mirror and see what he had
become: a junkie, an addict, a failure at
life. These labels were the labels that he
used to name his father and now he was
the same as his father.
John is now putting his life together to
uplift his self-esteem and to find solace in
life. Through the years as he teetered the
tightrope between sobriety and addiction,
causing him to try many different counseling methods. Some of the counseling
was centered on religious affiliation, but
not everyone wants to receive services
that are only focused on religion. There
needs to be other options, John said.
The counseling services provided by the
social work students is different because
the people in charge of running the services are open-minded and non-judgmental,
John said. He feels comfortable attending
classes for help because he knows he will
receive the tools to continue to be sober.
For more information about the drug
counseling services available at the IRC,
call the nonprofit at 336-332-0824.
Crystal Sutton is a graduate student in
Communication Studies at UNCG.

This winter marks the fourth year that
Greensboro Urban Ministry has provided
Winter Emergency (WE) shelters to protect the cities' homeless from the elements
between December and April. One factor
makes this winter significantly different
than previous years, and its consequences
have yet to be seen.
Previously the WE shelters allowed their
residents to remain from December 1,
when they opened, to March 31, when
they closed. However, this year the shelters, which are organized by Greensboro
Urban Ministry's Weaver House and
manned by local churches, will be allowing residents to stay for a maximum of 67
days (some only 30). This is the same time
limit placed on residents at the year-long
Weaver House shelter.
The WE shelters can house between 100120 individuals at one time. Individuals apply through the Weaver House and
then undergo a background check before
they are accepted. Those who have stayed
at a WE shelter or at the Weaver House
within the past six months are ineligible.
Those who have stayed at a Greensboro
Urban Ministry shelter within the past 12
months are eligible to stay, but only for 30
days. Those applicants who have not been
in one of these shelters within the year
may remain for 67 days.
Randy Dale, assistant director of Weaver
House, explained two main reasons behind the 67-day max during a telephone
conversation: in order to serve more individuals (he estimates the current number
served at 1700 a year), and in order to motivate those served.
"[The change] was based on changes in
how we were looking at homelessness,"
said Dale. "Unfortunately, some people
abused that four months [in years past]

and other people were sitting out in the
cold because they couldn't get in."
Some community members have voiced
concerns, however, that the individuals (currently about 90) taking refuge in
the WE shelters will be turned out during February or March, often the coldest
months of the year. However, Dale said
that Greensboro Urban Ministry does not
currently plan to change their policy.
"Some people would stay in the WE shelter for four months and then come to the
Weaver House and stay for a total of five
to six months, and in some cases we had
to ask ourselves, 'Are we really helping
these people?'" said Dale.
Instead of focusing on just providing
shelter, Dale said Greensboro Urban Ministry is increasing efforts to try to prevent
homelessness before it happens. This, he
said, is in part due to federal influence.
"The federal government is not building more shelters," said Dale. "They want
to… increase services in mental health,
in employment assistance, to help people
find housing." In accordance with this
plan, the Greensboro Urban Ministry is
encouraging residents at both Weaver
House and at WE shelters to utilize the
Weaver House's employment specialist,
the Job Skills Program at the Interactive
Resource Center, and private employment assistance such as the "Step Up"
program at the First Presbyterian Church
on North Elm Street.
While not everyone agrees with the new
rules for the WE Shelter program, it is
good to know that the changes are not
arbitrary ones. However, it is difficult to
imagine anyone leaving a shelter in the
coldest months of the year without any
other place to gol. Clearly more shelters
are needed in Greensboro.

Do you have suggestions for The Greensboro Voice
or want to join our newspaper team?
The Greensboro Voice’s team welcomes
feedback from the community about how
we can improve our newspaper. We also
always welcome new team members to
our group. For more information, visit our
website at www.greensborovoice.org or email us at greensborovoice@gmail.com.
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The IRC Hosts Many Holiday Events From Christmas to MLK Day
By Anita Gilmore

IRC Trailways Housing Program Presents A Christmas Program

Martin Luther King Celebration at the IRC

Christmas Barbeque Dinner

Members of the Lanier Law Firm who volunteered at the BBQ
Holiday Dinner at the IRC

Dr. King was an
Extraordinary Man
By Jessica Bennett

Under the Direction of Teresa Hicks of the
IRC housing Trailways, stayed up until the
wee hours of the morning wrapping donated gifts for the children of IRC guests.
Hannah Barrett, from United Institutional
Baptist Church states: “It is a privilege to be
able to help others in need.” And Carla Williamsen shares that “My heart thinks about
the smiles on the children’s faces.” Volunteers from the Marcus Douglas Foundation say that while wrapping each present, “We volunteer helping youth all over
Greensboro and the Charlotte area.” Anita
Gilmore says that “We are truly thankful
and blessed to have the opportunity to give
back to the community for a great cause in
a time of need.” Over one hundred families
of IRC guests received gifts.
Left to right: Anita Gilmore, Camille Miller, Hannah, Teresa Hicks

PRINTING NEWS THAT DOESN’T FIT

Tony Hodges presents his own poetry at
this event. And another guest, Jessica
Bennett a shared poem (right) in honor
of Dr. King
Smiles on the faces of all who shared dinner donated by local restaurant, Stephanie’s
. Tyeasha of Stephanie’s said ,”We are just a
mom and pop operation doing what we can
to give back to the community. If we all gave
just a little, a lot would be accomplished for
those who are less fortunate.”
Anita is a roving reporter for the Voice.
She writes a column called “Short Takes”
which focuses on stories by the homeless.
For this issue she was involved in many of
the holiday celebrations at the IRC.

Santa’s Helpers: Nicki Campbell, Jamal, Anita Gilmore, Tanaisha, Rhianna, Tracey and Jah

Who took on a mission to execute a plan.
To unite was our mission
when we broke away from Great Britain
One hundred and fifty years ago.
the Emancipation Proclamation
which would, in turn, unite a nation.
Although it may not seem
it was our ancestors’ Dream
passed down generation to generation
until the dream found a Destination.
From the Thirteenth Amendment
to the President’s inauguration
the vision was sought out until the
Civil Rights Movement had ended.
Dr. King spoke of his dream as motivation
To heal a nation
that was mentally abused
And morally confused,
broken down so our bodies can digest
which makes it easy for our minds’ process.
As a body we can comprehend.
As a country, we all can mend.
As he told about his dream,
“Let it Ring from every mountain top,”
I believe he screamed
Stand Up For Your Rights
Does not mean we have to drop nuclear weapons
But use our voice as a form of protection.
Non Violent Non Violent
Was a tool he used to break the silence
From chanting, “ We Must Overcome”
until today our country uniting as one.
Yes, destiny was fulfilled
only when we would judge a man on
the content of his character,
Not off the color of his skin,
can we see the beauty within.
Based off intellect,
Not how we subject.
Our Fellow Man, as Americans, we cannot forget
Our Dreams. We remember Dr. King
Because he helped those who were deprived
Just like Abraham Lincoln did and
that’s how America thrived
in service to a dream.
Dr. King chose I Have a Dream to address a Nation.
He gave us the light, so Let’s Pick up our torch
And unite our Forces.
As we Light our candles,
Remember a great man, Lead the battle he Loved.
We will thank Martin Luther King for teaching
Us the most valuable Lesson—
How to overcome post-traumatic Aggression.
(Read at the IRC MLK celebration on January 21, 2013)

Page 10

Community Resources
PRINTING NEWS THAT DOESN’T FIT

SHELTER
Trailways Housing
407 E. Washington Street
336-332-0824
Christian Counseling and Wellness Center

(Temporary housing & counseling services)

1118 Grecade Street
336-273-8305

Greensboro Urban Ministry Weaver House
(Housing, food and clothing assistance)

305 W. Lee Street
336-553-2665

Greensboro Urban Ministry Pathways Housing
(for families with children)

3517 N. Church Street
336-271-5988
Mary’s House

(for single mothers recovering from substance abuse issues)

520 Guilford Avenue
336-275-0820

Breakfast (continued)
7:00 a.m. at Potter’s House
305 W. Lee Street
336-271-5959
Serves on Wednesday
8:30 a.m. at Nu-Life Church
209 W. Florida Street
336-275-3243
Serves on Saturday
Serves Lunch Every Day
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. at
Potter’s House Community Kitchen
305 W. Lee Street
336-271-5959
Dinner
5:00 p.m. Worship Service & Meal
New Creation Community Presbyterian Church
617 N. Elm Street
336-478-4775
Serves on Sunday

(Temporary housing for homeless, pregnant women)

5:30 – 6:30 p.m. at Greensboro Central Library
407 E. Washington Street
Serves on Monday

Salvation Army Center of Hope
1311 S. Eugene Street
336-273-5572

6:00 – 7:30 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church’s Mullin Life Center (arrive by 6:30 p.m.)
617 N. Elm Street
336-373-0445
Serves on Tuesday & Thursday

Room at the Inn of the Triad
734 Park Avenue
336-275-0206

Act Together Crisis Care
(Youth ages 11-17)

1601 Huffine Mill Road
336-375-1332
Joseph’s House

(Youth ages 18-21)

2703 E. Bessemer Avenue
336-389-9880
Hotline: 336-558-1695
FOOD
Breakfast
7:00 – 8:15 a.m. at
Beloved Community Center Hospitality House
437 Arlington Street
336-230-0001
Serves on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday
7:30 – 9:00 a.m. at St. Paul Baptist Church
1309 Larkin Street
336-275-4680
Serves on Monday, Wednesday & Friday
8:00 a.m. at Grace United Methodist
438 W. Friendly Avenue
336-272-2171
Serves on Tuesday

6:00 p.m. at Grace Community Church
643 W. Lee Street
336-379-1936
Serves on Wednesday
5:30 p.m. at New Birth Sounds of Thunder
2300 S. Elm-Eugene Street
336-324-7902
Serves on Friday
4:30 p.m. at YWCA
1 YWCA Place
Meal served by REAL OutreachServes on Saturday
RESOURCE CENTERS
Family Service of the Piedmont
315 E. Washington Street
336-387-6161
The Servant Center Grocery Assistance Program
1312 Lexington Avenue
336-275-8585
Beloved Community Center
437 Arlington Street
336-370-4330

RESOURCE CENTERS (continued)
Joseph’s House Resource Center
2703 E. Bessemer Avenue
336-389-9880
Open Monday, Wednesday & Friday
from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Interactive Resource Center
407 E. Washington Street
336-332-0824
Open Monday through Friday
from 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Women’s Resource Center
628 Summit Avenue
336-275-6090
Sherri Denese Jackson Foundation for
Domestic Violence Prevention
2025 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive (Suite C)
336-510-9292
Malachi House II
3603 Burlington Road
336-375-0900
OTHER RESOURCES
HealthServe
1002 S. Eugene Street
336-271-5999
HealthServe
1439 E. Cone Boulevard
336-375-6104
Joblink Career Center
303 N. Raleigh Street
336-373-5922
Word of Life Food Pantry
Call 336-517-7755
Monday-Thursday from 2:00 – 6:00 p.m.
Focused Sistas Outreach
P.O. Box 3941
336-501-6570 or 336-254-4233
Open Monday through Friday from
8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Saturday from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Goodwill Industries
1235 S. Eugene Street
336-275-9801
Shiloh Baptist Church
1210 South Eugene Street
336-272-1166
Food Pantry open Monday through Friday
from 11:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Utility assistance may be available
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Valentine Poetry from Guests at the IRC
RESOURCE CENTERS (continued)
St. Phillip AME Zion Church
1330 Ashe Street
336-272-1301
Clothing and Food Bank open every Wednesday
from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Prince of Peace Lutheran
1100 Curtis Street
336-378-9738
Farmers Market every other Thursday
St. Paul Missionary Baptist
1309 Larkin Street
336-275-4680
Food bank open on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Utility assistance Tuesdays from
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Rabbit Quarter Ministries
2904 Esco Place
High Point, NC 27260
336-307-0119
ACCESS 24 CALL CENTERS
The Guilford Center Information Services
1-800-853-5163
Domestic Violence Line
336-273-7273
NAMI Hotline (Mental Health Services)
336-370-4264
United Way 211
1-888-892-1162

Do you know a resource we
should add to this page?
If so, please e-mail our team at
greensborovoice@gmail.com
and we will include your information
on our Community Resources page!

Gathered by Terry Barlow

Untiteld

By Michael Ranson a.k.a. Cole
Hearts used to express
The emotions of one’s true
inner being.
Words flow as a means
To define love, compassion,
Togetherness and unity.
You, me, us and ours
As I try to find the
Words to the piece together the
Puzzle of life.

Heaven Sent

By James T. Batt
Do you believe in fate or are you designed
to take a chance in life which will be such
a crime?
I would like you to know right
From the start
That the things I feel are straight
From my heart.
So never doubt or despair, my Love for
you is everywhere.

Love Me

By Katalina Cole
love me one time, love me two times,
But love me three
Times.
and you will hear me sing and sing
I will to the
Heavens up above the world so high
That an angel
will hear me sing and come down to
the earth below to
love me again so when I asked an
angel for help he
will say to me as you wish and in
his words that means
God loves me more than three times.
So I say again to
The world love me one, love me
Two but don’t
Say love me three. Just say as
You wish
My
Lord!!

By Michael Mayo Sr.
Finding a lover is Easy
But finding a lover who loves me
just for me
for who I am
and accepting me
Just as I am
Valentine
Is only Heaven sent
By James T. Batt
Thank you Lord
There are things in Life that you can’t say,
For sending my angel.
There are things in Life that you just feel that.
The Love of a good woman can turn your life around,
You need only to listen to one particular sound.
The beat of your heart will make you Feel all fuzz and
Light, it will not stand still.
So be my Valentine and change my life,
Untitled
not today, not tomorrow, but this very very night.
By Michael Mayo Sr.
Valentine
A true friend is hard to find
By Unknown
Is one a a kind
When it come to love
A friend that gives their very best
I remember that Jesus
They will do all that they can do
First love. That give
And make no judgment from afar
me the love to love
But have their friends
you.
Just as they are.

The Interactive Resource Center assists people who are homeless,
recently homeless or facing homelessness reconnect with their own
lives and with the community at large.

The Community Writing Center and The Greensboro Voice meet at the Interactive Resource Center on Fridays from 1:00-3:00 p.m. They are available to help with any writing project at any stage
of the process—from brainstorming to polishing
final drafts. We love to work with writers, so come
by and share your work with us!
The Greensboro Voice’s staff thanks the Community Writing Center for its support of our
newspaper reporters. The writing consultants
have been very helpful with brainstorming and
editing our articles.

Be My Valentine

INTERACTIVE

RESOURCE

CENTER

www.facebook.com/gsodaycenter

@gsodaycenter

gsoday c e n t e r . o r g ( 3 3 6 ) 3 3 2 - 0 8 2 4
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Keep The Spark of Loving Kindness Alive
By Barry Strulson

Thanks our “listners”
PRINTING NEWS THAT DOESN’T FIT

Nancy Myers
Parker Washburn
Jim Ingram
Thaddeus Seymour
Lee Wilder
Bob & Nancy Norfleet
Will & Victoria Duffy
Paula & Joe Yost
Laurie White
James & Karen Evans
Robert Dudash
Teresa & Bill Hicks
Eileen Prufer
Carolyn Graves
Laura Mims
Alan Benson
Bob Langenfeld
Mr. & Mrs. ED Mann
Anne & Sam Hummel
Dr. Denise Baker
Charles Austin
Kathy Sohn
Carolyn Owen
Carol Mack
New Generation’s Lion’s Club
Whitney Vanderwerff

We are grateful
for your support!

For the past few years my wife and I
have noticed a marked increase in the
number of people standing on street
corners asking for help. There was one
man in particular who stationed himself
at the southwest corner of Old Battleground and Battleground roads. We
would always make an effort to give him
something until one day, while he was
walking toward another car, he stopped,
reached into his pocket took a cell phone
and turned away from his benefactor.
We were puzzled by this and decided
not to give him anything else. Shortly after this he disappeared from this corner,
but he has finally reappeared, after several months, at the northwest corner of
Cornwallis and Battleground Avenues.
What has really prompted these folks to
stand on street corners asking for help?
We have seen signs saying “Lost job,
please help”, Single mother of four, please
help”, “Viet Nam vet, please help”, “Vet-

eran can’t find work, please help, “Will
work for food, please help”. I can go on,
but I think you get the idea.
I am now wondering why these folks
do not come to the Interactive Resource
Center? Since I have been involved, in my
own small way, I have heard many success
stories, and seen many people really trying
to make a better life for themselves. What
if I stop, give a dollar and a note directing
them to the IRC? Can that be a possible
solution for these people in need?
In Judaism we are taught that when Elijah comes to announce the coming of the
Messiah, he will present himself as a beggar. This revelation has prompted many
thoughts about these people who seem to
be in need. Who is that person asking
for help? Can he/she be a prophet? Can
this person be Elijah, or even an angel?
What if I really do ignore them? Will I
be the deterrent for the coming of the
Messiah? How do I really affect a change

so these souls can find a meaningful and
productive life? How has our “affluent”
society failed? We cannot continue looking away, for all we know, we could be
next on the corner.
I feel that there is a way for us to intervene.
We can use the influence of our social and
religious organizations to connect with those
who need our help. I know we have soup
kitchens, “dinner on Sundays”, over-night
shelters, and other ways of giving a tiny bit
of comfort for a brief time, and a short respite from the cold and hunger pangs, but
what else can we do? When you see someone who says he will work for food, help
him find a job. This, as the great Jewish philosopher/commentator Moses Maimonides
says is the greatest mitzvah, commandment,
of all. Let us all resolve to putting an effort
in aiding those who sincerely searching for a
solution to their problems, and keeping the
spark of loving-kindness alive in what seems
to be a broken world.

from place to place. I knew something
better was around the corner. I kept my
eyes on God.
When I slept outside the library I was
safe because of people I knew. They always
kept their eyes and ears open. They were
my unseen protectors. While that went on
I read my Bible. I learned about God and
talked with Him through His word. When
the time came I asked for His protection
so that I could grow as a person.
At first sleeping out by the library was
scary. As time went by I was blessed with
my own tent that a kind hearted person
gave me. People like that are hard to find,
just like my unseen protectors, God showed
up. With the help of my best friend, Mike,
I was able to move into that tent. When he
could not be there other people were and
made sure I got enough sleep. Life did not
scare me so much anymore. I knew God
was doing what He had promised. He was
in my life and that gave me peace.
Eventually I was able to move into motels. Even in the first motel I trusted that
God would lead me and He did. I stayed
there until I into my own apartment.
I now have what I need in life. I know am
standing on solid ground. I now know it
will take time to turn this apartment into a
home. With God’s help I will be able to do
it. With God’s help anything is possible.

I now anxiously am waiting to see what is
in store for other people. What stories they
tell and how their lives will enrich my life.
I hold on to the love that was sent my
way because they chose to use that power
to be a blessing and show compassion to
a struggling Christian who is now on her
strong mountain. I am now climbing up
waiting to see who I meet along the way
to the top.
The ones I meet lift me up and I will lift
them up as well so that both of our lives
will be blessed and get even better thanks
to God.
I thank God for faith, for love, and for all
that happened to change mew, and then
from there, for helping to change things
for other people in a better way.
Luke 1: 45-47 says. “You are blessed because you believed that the Lord would
do what He said. Oh how my soul praises
the Lord. How my spirit rejoices in God
my Savior”.
I thank God and say, “May love, peace
and happiness be with you all. God bless
you until next time”. I close with a special
thank you to people who were in my life
and the lives of my loved ones. I know
they struggled but they cared enough so
that I and my friends stayed safe. I thank
God for putting such kind, caring, loving
hearts in my life.

Caring, Loving Hearts
By Joy Shultz

I start out by giving thanks to all who
kept me in their prayers, and gave me an
opportunity to write for the Greensboro
Voice Newspaper.
My story may lift you up, be an inspiration, and a ray of light in the saddest and
darkest of times. Happiness caused my
heart to rejoice.
God is with people who give him a
chance. You don’t have to see Him with
your eyes to know He works with your
heart, no matter what it is, where you go,
where you stay, or where you sleep.
You can sleep on a bed or sleep in the
streets. You can stay in a shelter or a drug
infested neighborhood. Wherever you go
God will help you. You just have to believe
like I did. I made a choice to live for God
through all life’s Hardships.
I thought life would be easier when I
started my journey. Later I learned I had
to to trust in God.
I am telling you not put your trust in people. You have to stop and listen to His voice.
You will find out who he sends to help you.
I found out the closer you get to finding
out the truth, the more you go through,
the stronger your faith gets. God promises
He will be there for you..
God works in mysterious ways. After
all I have been through I can be happy
and so can you. For a time I bounced

